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Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. Jon xvii, 17. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Cot. iii, 16. 


From a child thou hast known the Holy Seriptures, which are able 
lo make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 2 Tom. iii, 15. 
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NEW COURSE OF BIBLE STUDY. 
Si ilk AMES 
Ti 

A COURSE OF BIBLE STUDY DESIRABLE. 
fees has commanded man & study his 
word; to read, search, meditate upon. 
and obey it. He has likewise commanded 
parents to teach it to their children, even to 


the little ones “which have not known any 
thing.” He has made the study of it a means 


__of grace—of enlightenment, (Psa. cxix, 130,) 


of conversion, (Psa. xix, 7,) of enrichment, 
(Psa. cxix, 72,) of comfort, (Psa. cxix, 50,) 
of edification, (Acts xx, 32,) of strength, 


_ (1 John ii, 14,) of sanctification, (John xvii, 
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17,) of stability, (Psa. xxxvii, 31.) He has 
likened this word of his grace to all precious 
and excellent things—to light, (Psa. cxix, 
105,) toseed, (Luke vili, 11,) to rain and dew, 
(Deut. xxxii, 2,) to honey, (Psa. xix, 10,) to 
silver, (Psa. xii, 6,) to fine gold, (Psa. cxix. 
127,) to all riches, (Psa. cxix, 14,) to a two- 
edged sword, (Heb. iv, 12,) to a fire, (Jer. 
xxill, 29.) He has commanded his Church 
to believe, love, and teach it. Examine 
carefully | Mark iv, 24; Luke viii, 18; 
Heb. ii, 1; Deut. xvii, 18-20; Acts viii, 
27, 28; Psa) cxrx, 18; Luke axtyy aa 
John v, 39; Acts xvii, 11; Deut. vi, 6; 
James i, 21; Josh. i,.8; Psa. i, 2, 3; James 
i, 22; Psa. cxix, 54; Neh. viii; Deut. xxxi, 
9-13; Josh. vill, 32-35; 2 Chron. xvii, 9; 
Acts viii, 29-31, 35 ; 2 Tim. ii, 2; 2 Tim, ii, 
15, 16, 23-26; 2 Tim. iv, 2-5 ; Titus i, 9, 13, 
14; Titus ui, 7, 8; Deut. vi, 7-9; Acts 
xviii, 26; Acts xxvili, 23; Ezra vil, oe 
Col. iii, 16. 
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The Bibie is an immense book. The 
ordinary editions contain over twelve hun- 
dred pages. The variety of its contents is 
astonishing. There is scarcely a branch of 
human knowledge upon which it does not 
shed some light. It is a book of diverse 
sciences, albeit its central science is that of 
saivation. To this all the rest bow, as the 
sheaves of Hebron and the stars of heaven 
bowed to Joseph. In the gradual unfolding 
of the plan of redemption which the Bible 
records, we find a treasure of history, of 
biography, of geography, of ancient, pecul- 
iar, and almost forgotten usages, of philoso- 
phy, of ethics, of theology. Now no man 
has.a right to say concerning any book of 
the Bible, or of any subject discussed in the 
Bible, that it is useless or unimportant, for 
God has said: “ All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and 7s profitable for doc- 
'trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness: that the man of God 
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may be perfect, thoroughly furnished untc 
all good works.” 2 Tim. ili, 16, 17. 

When Jesus fed the five thousand “he 
commanded them (his disciples) to make all 
sit down by companies upon the green grass, 
And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds 
and by fifties.” The systematic arrangement 
facilitated the feeding of so great a multi- 
tude. Every great work is promoted by a 
thorough system. “Order is heaven’s first 
law.” In the teaching and study of God's 
word the Church should seek the advan- 
tages of an economical and practical method. 
A careful plan of study, followed regularly — 
and systematically by a well organized 
Church or Mission school, must certainly 
secure to its members a more thorough 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures than 
could be possible in the absence of system 
—allowing always that the presence of 
God’s Spirit be devoutly sought. While 
the most admirable mechanism in the world 
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would be a failure without a motive power, 
the mechanism is not to be ignored because 
the power is indispensable. To promote 
a thorough biblical training for spiritual 
ends in connection with the Church, a sys- 
~tem or course of study is desirable. 


II. 
WHAT THIS COURSE SHOULD COMPRISE. 


1. Primarily, this course of study should 
embrace a series of lessons on the salient 
facts of the Bible, from the creation of man 
to, the close of the New Testament history. 
The biographical and historical portions of 
the Bible, studied in the light of the life and 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, be- 
come “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

2. The leading “doctrines” of Christian 
theology—doctrines relating to God, to man, 
and to the Mediator—should be carefully, 
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earnestly, and practically taught to children. 
‘Uninstructed adults should be glad to re- 
‘ceive a training on these important subjects. 
_Every minister should be able to say to the 
parents, class-leaders, and Sunday-school 
“teachers of his Church: “ According to the 
grace of God which ‘is given unto me, as a 
wise master-builder, I have laid the founda- 
tion, and another buildeth thereon. | But 
let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.” He-should faithfully exhort his 
assistants “to- build upon this foundation 
. gold, silver, precious stones.” 
. 3. Ifa particular denomination be doubt- 
-ful concerning its interpretations of the 
word, distrustful of its ecclesiastical organi- 
zation, ashamed of its historical records, it 
should carefully avoid teaching any thing 
relating to itself to the children committed 
_toitscare. If, however, it be conscientious 
in holding its distinctive doctrines, observ- 
ing its distinctive usages, or perpetuating its 


_ New Course of Bible Study. 9 


denominational history, let the children be 
thoroughly taught these things, and be re- 
ferred to the word of God as the final and 
only authority for them. 

4. The recognition of Bible names, usages, 
etc., in the casual investigation of a spe- 
cific lesson, is of great advantage to a stu- 
dent. A knowledge of the “summaries” 
of Bible truth is also beneficial. Therefore 
a complete course of study should com- 
prise Special Lessons in “ Bible History,” 
“Bible Geography,” “Bible Chronology,” 
“Bible Manners and Customs,’ “The 
Bible as a Book,” “ Christian Evidences,” 
“Church Catechism,” “ Bible Interpreta- 
tion,” “ Church History,” etc., etc. 


ait. 
HOW THIS COURSE SHOULD BE PURSUED. 


1. A given term of years should be as- 
signed to it—six, seven, or eight, according 
to circumstances. 


0: 
Re 
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2. Parents should make the service of 
family prayer and their home teachings 
bear upon this course of lessons. 

3. The Pastor should enter into it most 
heartily, urging parents, teachers, and schol- 
ars to fidelity, thoroughness, and spirituality 
in their efforts. He should, in the weekly 
prayer-meeting and in the pulpit, keep the 
whole question as well as the current sub- 
ject of study before his people. 

4. The.Pastor and Superintendent should 
hold special week day or evening meetings 
for drilling the school and all persons who 
are interested in the “specific lessons” 
and “summaries” of Bible history, geog- 
raphy, doctrine, etc., etc., above recom- 
mended. 

5. The Sunday-school session should be 
especially set apart for the prosecution of 
this work. The lesson for each Sabbath 
should run through the entire school. We 
therefore recommend for each school what 
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is called “The Uniform Lesson.” Here are 
a few of the considerations in its favor: 

(1.) Lt facilitates the Teacher's preparation. 
The assistance needed by most of our Sab- 
bath-school teachers can be given more 
economically and satisfactorily when all 
have the same lesson to prepare. It re- 
quires less time to examine or review one 
lesson than ten lessons. 

(2.) Lt facilitates the Pastor's supervision. 
The Pastor is responsible for the doc- 
trinal and practical truth upon which his 
assistants—the Sabbath-school teachers— 
feed Azs flock. Even if the normal train- 
ing might be as effectually secured in the 
use of miscellaneous lessons, certainly the 
guidance and direction in regard to the 
subject-matter could not be given half so 
well. 

(3.) 1t facilitates Home preparation. The 
adult department of the Sabbath-school is 
creasing every year. Soon, we trust, our 
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parents, older brothers, and older sisters 
will be regular members, and with the 
steadily rising intellectual standard of the 
Sunday-school the home preparation will 
receive more attention. Even as it is, 
members of the same household might aid 
each other in the lesson during the week 
if the uniform system were adopted. And 
the questioning of the old by the young for 
information, or of the young by the old for 
examination, would quicken the interest of 
all in the topic for the week. 

(4.) lt increases the effectiveness of the 
General Exercises of the school. By the 
class-method of teaching we secure Zhor- 
oughness ; by the general exercises, exthusi- 
asm. The Uniform System gives the key- 
note to all the general exercises of the 
school, It arrests the eye by the black- 
board sentence or symbol. It fixes the 
rounds in the ladder of the prayer. It runs 
through the hymns or songs. It facilitates 
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the general review at the close of the class 
recitations. - Healthful emulation may be 
excited, defective teaching in the class 
compensated, thought concentrated, and 
truth practically applied by the general ex- 
amination under the Uniform System. 

(5.) Lt may vastly augment the power of 
the Pulpit. When the public mind has 
been caijled through the week to any par- 
ticular subject, the pulpit commands pro- 
found attention on the Sabbath by its 
discussion. The more the people have 
thought about it, the more eagerly they 
listen to the pulpit utterance. For this 
reason the wise Pastor frequently selects as 
the topic of his morning or evening dis- 
course the Sunday-school lesson of the day. 
He has in such cases been rewarded at the 
very outset by a fixed attention, which has 
kindled his own soul, and thus given the 
truth double power. And should the fam- 
ily readings from the word of God ‘every 
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morning be suggested by the subject of the 
lesson for the ensuing Sabbath, and the 
text of the Sabbath be found in the lesson, 
and all the exercises of the school be pen- 
etrated by its leading idea, what educating 
power would the Church exert, as compared 
with its present miscellaneous array of 
working ! 

The arguments against uniformity, drawn 
from the analogies of secular education, 
seem to us unfair and defective. The Sab- 
bath-school is not what the secular schools 
are. These have from ten to twenty text- 
books on as many distinct sciences. The 
Sunday-schoo] has one, only one, text-book 
on one science. The secular schools teach 
from twenty-five to thirty-five hours a week ; 
the Sabbath-school scarcely averages one 
hour. May not these disparities justify a 
diversity in method ? 

This whole difficulty is removed by 
remembering that the Bible contains in 
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every part truth for the weakest and the 
strongest. From the same lesson philos- 
ophers and babes may learn wisdom. In 
these fair gardens of revelation are fount- 
ains every-where from which the little and 
illiterate ones may sip, while the learned 
may drink deep, and wonder at the sweet- 
ness of the waters. 

If in any particular school an adult Bible- 
class should insist upon pursuing an inde- 
pendent set of lessons, it will certainly not 
decline to spend at least a few minutes in 
the general résumé of the current lesson, 
for the sake of uniformity. 


aX. 
INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LES- 
SONS. 


It was a beautiful suggestion which led 
to the International lesson-scheme. A dear 
brother in Chicago asked the question, Why 
may not the Sunday-schools of our land 
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take the same subject each Sabbath? At 
first many thought the plan impracticable. 
Some of us, who had been so long laboring 
to develop a Sunday-school “curriculum,” 
feared that the effort at universal uniformity 
might prove disastrous to the idea of a reg- 
ular course of study for a term of years. 
The experiment was, however, made. | Its 
success far exceeded all expectation, and at 
the International Sunday-School Conven- 
tion at Indianapolis, April, 1872, the fol- 
lowing committee was appointed to select 
lessons for a period of seven years: J. H. — 
Vincent, Chatrman ; Warren Randolph, 
Secretary; John Hall, Richard Newton, 
A. L. Chapin, Geo. H. Stuart, B. F. Jacobs, 
P.G,. Gillett; A.G. Tyng, H..P Havem 
The following gentlemen from Canada 
. were afterward added: J. Munro Gibson, 
A. Macallum. 

The lessons for 1873 were selected 
promptly. The plan received hearty in- 
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dorsement both in America and England, 
and the prospect now is (September, 1872) 
that English, Scotch, Italian, French, and 
German schools will soon unite in this 
beautiful enterprise. The arguments in its 
favor are chiefly these : 

1, Unity in the study of the word will 
promote the spirit of unity among the peo- 
ple of God. It will remind us that we all 
search the same word, love the same truth, 
depend on the same Spirit, appeal to the 
same authority. The study of God’s word 
for ourselves is the surest way of promot- 
ing growth in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. This must be 
acceptable to Him who prayed: “ Sanctify 
them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
... That they may be one,... that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me.” — 
The benefits to the Church at large by the 
Week of Prayer it is hard to estimate. How 
much greater the advantages of a union 
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every Sabbath in the study of the Divine 
Word ! 

2. The same lesson in every Sabbath- 
school is a great convenience to those who 
move from place to place, or who, by the 
exigencies of travel, are thrown frequently 
in new neighborhoods. The removal of a 
family from one section of the country to 
another will not suspend the course of 
study which had been commenced. 

3. The common interest felt by Christian 
people of all denominations in specific les- 
sons will promote profitable conversation as 
they chance to meet through the week. 
The results of the first year’s experiment 
in this direction are very marked and grati- 
fying. 

4. The fact that so many different minds 
are engaged in the preparation of lesson 
helps will give variety and abundance of 
aids in the way of notes, comments, out- 
lines, illustrations, etc., and, by inciting al] 


c 


to healthful emulation, will increase the 
power of each’ denominational or union 
organ. 

5. The union conventions and institutes 
will be rendered doubly interesting and 
profitable by the discussions and illustra- 
tive exercises growing out of the lesson 
system. 

Denominational interests cannot suffer 
by this union. If the peculiar doctrines of 
one Church are not found ina wisely chosen 
series of three hundred and thirty-six Bible 
lessons, it would be as well not to teach these 
peculiar doctrines at all. The lessons are 
selected from the Bible. The Committee 
makes no provision for notes or comments, 

_ but leaves every Church or individual to 
teach the truths of that selection in his 
own way. 

The selection of these lessons will not 
prevent other teachings. The catechism of 
any Church may be taught in connection 
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” 


with the International lessons, or in special 
sessions for the purpose. Our own convic- 
tion is, that the tendency of the new plan 
will be to increase catechetical and ecclesi- 
astical training. 
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V. 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL COURSE OF LES 
SONS. 
1. THE INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


Our own Church will; perhaps, generally 
adopt, as a part of its “Church course” of 
study, the International Series. Forty-eight 
lessons and four quarterly reviews each year, 
for seven years, beginning “with the Book of 
Genesis, and, in studying the Old Testament, 
making the general order of progression 
chronological.” Some portion of each year 
will be spent “in studying the character and 
work of Christ—half the first year, to his 
life as recorded by Matthew.” In the lan- 
guage of the International Committee, 


New Course of Bible Study. 21 


“ During the second year similar studies will 
be suggested in Mark, and after that in Lake 
and in Yom, in each instance seeking to 
gain whatever peculiarity of view or design 
the writer may have had. At a later period 
we may enter, more or less minutely, upon 
our Lora’s words and works, as recorded by 
these evangelists, and give special attention 
to his closing ministry and death. As early 
as practicable we will introduce lessons on 
the labors of the Afostles, on the planting 
of the Church, and the doctrines of the New 
Testament as given in the Acts and the 
Epistles.” 


2. THE CHURCH SERIES. 


A series of “ Manuals” is now in course 

of preparation, designed to encourage and 
aid the schools of the Church in the study 
of the Church “ Catechism,” “ Church His- 
tory,” ‘“ Bible History,” ‘‘ Bible Geography,” 
etc., etc. The first year will be spent in 
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special studies in the “ Catechism,” and in 
committing to memory such standard les- 
sons as are published in the “Memory 
Series :” The Ten Commandments, The 
Lord’s Prayer, The Twenty-third Psalm, 
The Beatitudes, The Apostles’ Creed, The 
Baptismal Covenant, etc.* 


3. THE NorMAL SERIES. 


A series of “Outlines” prepared for 
training Sunday-school teachers and young 
people who contemplate that sacred work. 
Three volumes are now ready—“ Outlines 
on Teaching,” “Outlines of Christian Evi-- 


* The ‘‘ Memory Series” containing these lessons are 
now ready. They consist of four tiny vest pocket-tracts 
on colored paper. Price, 75 cents per hundred. A little 
volume entitled ‘Special Lessons to Supplement the 
International Lessons for 1873,” will contain short ex- 
ercises on the ‘‘Bible,’? the “ Books of Genesis and 
Matthew,” ‘‘Outlines of Bible History,” ‘* Exercises 
in Bible Geography,” etc., etc. Price, by the hundred, 
- to be announced in SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL for Jan- 


vary, 1873, 
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ce,” by Dr. J. Alden, and “Outlines of 
Bible History,” by Dr. Hurst. 


VI. 
A FEW PRACTICAL DIRECTIONS. 

1. Let the year 1873 witness the com- 
mencement of this new course of Sunday- 
school study in all our Churches! May 
we be allowed to say to the ministers: Give 
ample notice of it from the pulpit, in the 
school, and in circulars sent to the homes 
of the Church. Explain the plan fully, so 
that all will understand it, and plead with 
parents and teachers to co-operate in carry- 
ing it out. 

2. Buy a full supply of Berean Lesson 
_ Leaves, (or Question Books ;) of Journals, 
_for teachers and older scholars ; of the little 
“Memory Series.” Let the Church pay the 
billin full. Order every thing inample time, 

so that you may be able to distribute them 


gn the last Sabbath of December, 
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' 3. Bring your Sunday-school teacher. 
together for a special meeting of prayer and 
preparation. Let this be held during the 
last week of 1872. ; 

4. Aim to teach the word of God with a 
childlike dependence upon the Holy Spirit. 
Prayer for spiritual blessing upon Bible 
study will be answered, and the years of 
this new course will be years of prosperity 
to our Zion, 





FIRST YEAR’S COURSE. 


1. LESSONS IN GENESIS. 

2. LESSONS IN MATTHEW. 

3. Memory SERIES, comprising ‘‘The Ten Com- 
mandments,” ‘‘ The Lord’s Prayer,” “ The Twenty-third - 
Psalm,” ‘‘The Beatitudes,’ ‘The Apostles’ Creed,” 
“The Baptismal Covenant.” 

4. SUPPLEMENTAL LEssoNs, comprising exercises on 
the “Books of the Bible,” ‘‘ Outlines of Bible History 
and Geography.” 

5, CHURCH CaTECHISM No. ONE, 
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THE BEREAN LESSONS. 


1. Notes in the Jovrnan for teachers, , 

2. Lesson Leaves. Four pages moe: ; 

For $10 a year a school will receive monthly 10 spaas | 
Lesson Leaves. ; * i 


¢ yt 
) 
% 
i) 
THE MEMORY SERIES. 

A series of tiny vest-pocket volumes, éach: containing € 

o-) One contains Tne Ten CoamanpiEnts, so ‘printed 9s +: 

memory. <A perfect gem ofa book. Another; Tue Lor 

) and the Twenry-ramp Psana. A thirdy)‘Tue BeEatirv: 


and Psa. C. A fourth: Cioice Texts, "peer CRE 
Barrismat Covenant. Price, 75 cents per hundred. 


eet P 
NORMAL OUTLINE SERIE) 
By JOSEPH ALDEN, D.D. 
Vol. I. Ourtines on TRACHING. ‘ 

Vol. If. Owriryes o Cirersti an Evigertes. 

Price, flexible cloth, 25 cents each. wrx: 
To be followed soon by an “ Ocri wwe @F Brsix Histor: 

| Dr. Hers. } 

| SPECIAL LESSONS 
Will be published in a small volume very cheap. It 
exercises in the “Books or Tae Bini,” * Genesis,” “: 
“Bue Brocrarny,” “ Brus History,” and “ Biers @; 
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